A reply
Sir, We are glad that our interpretation of the number of 15 examined negative nodes was too rigorous and that the confusion has been solved. Many other authors (Fujii et al, 1998; Roder et al, 1998; Ichikura et al, 1999; Kato et al, 1999) had the same assumption and excluded patients where < 15 nodes were examined. We could at least prove that 15 nodes was too strict and that less nodes were also sufficient. The main finding remains that the new classification had a better prognostic value.
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